India during the week. They complained that what I
had said regarding what was claimed to be a satyagraha
in Chandranagore, was misused to suppress the aspi-
ration of the people in French India for the fullest
measure of autonomy under the Indian Union, whilst
retaining at the same time, the wholesome influence
of French culture. They also told me that, as under
the British Government, there were, in French India,
those who might be likened to fifth columnists, who,
in order to serve their selfish purpose, co-operated with
the French authorities who, in their turn, were aiming
at suppressing the natural aspiration of the inhabitants
of French India. I would be very sorry indeed if the
account given by the visitors from French India
were accurate. Anyway, my opinion is quite emphatic.
It is not possible for the inhabitants of these small Foreign
Settlements to remain under servility in the face of the
millions of their countrymen who have become free
from the British rule. I am surprised that my friendly
act towards Chandranagore could be distorted by
anyone to suggest that I could ever countenance an
inferior status in the little Foreign Settlements in India.
I hope, therefore, that the information given to me has
no foundation in fact, and that the great French nation
would never identify itself with the suppression of people,
whether black or brown in India or elsewhere.
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